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People of Peterson

Spring Sports Sign Up 

Spring Sports will be 
starting soon! Any 5th - 8th 
grade students interested in 
participating in boys' and 
girls' track and field or girls' 
soccer should sign up with 
their homeroom teacher no 
later than Monday, February 
27th.  

Good Evening Peterson Parents,

For this week's newsletter I'd like to continue 
with our "People of Peterson" series with Ms. 
Jennifer MacFarland.

Thinking back to my days as a young camp 
counselor, I realize I’ve always enjoyed enjoyed 
helping children learn about themselves and the 
world around them. This early experience--along 
with the influence of my aunt and mother who 
were both educators themselves--are likely the 
key factors in my becoming an educator. 

I grew up in West Rogers Park, and attended Chicago Public Schools. Right out of 
college, my husband and I found jobs in the Sycamore school district. We enjoyed 
Sycamore but soon missed the diversity and excitement of living and working in the 
city--we decided to move back after only one year.

Upon returning to Chicago, I noticed that Peterson was looking for a kindergarten 
teacher. When I was first hired we taught in the gym, which was a real challenge due 
to the fact that we shared the space with another kindergarten class. Whenever the 
other kindergarten class in the gym sang a song the echo in the gym became so loud 
that we just stopped what we were doing and sang too! Despite this initial challenge, 
I loved how supportive the families and the teachers were at the school and how 
everyone embraced and celebrated the diversity of the school.

I’ve now been at Peterson for 15 years and I still love watching the children grow up. 
I love watching the annual 8th grade graduation parade and seeing the faces of 
children who I taught in kindergarten. My husband, who teaches at Mather now, 
even has students that I’ve had!"

TONIGHT!

Attention 8th grade 
Parents!  

If your child completed a 
high school application 
online, please note that 
notification letter(s) will be 
posted to their online 
dashboard no later than 
March 3rd. Once letters have 
been posted, students will be  
notified via email. Paper 
applications will receive a 
notification letter postdated 
no later than March 3rd.  

For students who receive a 
high school offer, 
confirmation forms should 
be submitted directly to the 
school where the student is 
accepting the seat, with the 
exception of Selective 
Enrollment High Schools. 
Selective Enrollment 
Confirmation Forms are to 
be submitted to the Office of 
Access and Enrollment.

The deadline to accept high 
school offers is March 17th. Thank You, Alderman Laurino and the 39th Ward! 

I would like to offer a special 
thank you to Alderman Laurino 
and the 39th ward for taking the 
time to talk to Peterson families 
about our Field of Dreams this 
morning! Thank you as well to 
Melanie Spannagel, Karla 
Holcomb, and Megan Trinter for 
participating and to Chuck Deters 
for his amazing video 
documenting the current state of 
our field and the challenges it 
poses for our students, staff and 
community.  Stay tuned for more 
updates on our Field of Dreams!

#Field of Dreams
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Mark your Calendar 

• Student and Teacher Window 
for My Voice My School Survey 
Open Until March 24th

• Unity Through the Arts and 
Sciences -- Tonight at 5:30 
pm 

• Raven Theater Teaching in 
Rooms 111, 114, 115 & 122 -- 
February 27th

• Students Take My Voice, 
My School Survey -- 
February 28th - March 3rd 

• Raven Theater Teaching in 
Rooms 111, 114, 115 & 122 -- 
March 6th

• Sexual Health Education for 
5th Grade -- 

• PTA Meeting -- March 7th, 8:45 
am

• LSC Meeting -- March 8th, 
6:00 pm

• Ageless Eyecare at Peterson -- 
March 9th, 10th 

• Recorder Concert at Peterson 
-- March 9th, 4:30 pm

• afterHours Session 2 Ends 
-- March 10th 

• 3rd Quarter Progress Reports 
Distributed -- March 10th

• Raven Theater Teaching in 
Rooms 111, 114, 115 & 122 -- 
March 13th

• Raven Theater Teaching in 
Rooms 111, 114, 115 & 122 -- 
March 20th

• PAC Meeting (Tentative) -- 
March 21st

• 3rd Grade Field Trip to Raven 
Theater -- March 23rd

• Room 211 Field Trip to 826CHI 
-- March 24th

• Student and Teacher Window 
for My School, My Voice 
Survey Closes -- March 24th

Beer for Books 3! 

Friends of Peterson is hosting our third annual fundraiser, Beer for Books, on 
June 10th, 2017. This is our largest annual fundraiser, which directly supports our 
students. 

We are seeking business partners to assist in raising funds needed to rent space 
at DANK Haus in Lincoln Square. For a $250 donation, your business will 
become a Panther Partner, which means your business will be advertised on our 
website, at the Beer for Books event, and in Peterson Elementary School.  
Additionally, by supporting this event, you ensure that all funds raised at the 
event will go directly to support Peterson students. 

Do you own a business or know someone who would like to help underwrite the 
event?  Learn more about our work at www.friendsofpeterson.org or contact us 
at petersonfriends@gmail.com.

Remembering Ailyn Rubio 

Peterson’s kindergarten students are honoring the memory of Ailyn Rubio by 
starting seedlings.  The students will learn the life cycle of a plant and grow and 
take care of the plants. In late spring the students will transfer the seedlings to 
The Peterson Children's Garden in front of the school.

TONIGHT!
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