
 

 

20% for 20%:  Equal Funding for Chicago’s Students 
Mary Gage Peterson Elementary, Chicago, IL 

 
Issue:  Students in Chicago Public Schools make up 20% of the state’s enrollment, 

and Chicagoans contribute 20% of the state income tax—yet students in CPS receive 
only 15% of the state’s total funding. 

 
The missing 5% is nearly $500 million this year alone—enough to save educators and 

class sizes. 
 

What does this mean at Peterson Elementary? 
 
If there is no change to increase equity in funding in IL, schools in Chicago could be 

facing a 20% to 30% reduction in their school based budgets, or local funds. 
 
At Peterson Elementary, a 26% reduction in the student-based budget would result 

in a loss of approximately $1 million. 
 
What does $1 million do for a neighborhood school like Peterson? 

� $1,000,000 is the Compensation for Approximately 10 to 12 Educators 
� $1,000,000 is the Cost of 100 Chromebook Carts 
� $1,000,000 is 2X the Cost of Renovating the Field 
� $1,000,000 is Approximately 8X the Amount Spent on ALL Instructional Materials in Fiscal 

Year 16 (Books, Curriculum, Resources for Intervention) 
� $1,000,000 is the Cost of Running afterHours for Approximately 33 Years 
� $1,000,000 is the Cost of Funding Athletics for Approximately 67 Years 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What would class sizes in K-3 look like losing even 1 educator? 
� K Classrooms of Approximately 35 Students 
� 1st Grade Classrooms of Approximately 35 Students 
� 2nd Grade Classrooms of Approximately 33 Students 
� 3rd Grade Classrooms of Approximately 34 Students 
 

Apart from classroom teachers, there are additional positions at risk: 
• BIL and Reading Intervention Teachers  
• Counseling Positions 
• Encore Teachers (Art, Music, Physical Education, STEM) 
• School Culture and Climate Support Positions 
• Recess Support Positions 
• Technology Support Positions 

 
The bottom line?  We must act to save our school. 

 
Here are the 3 things that you can do: 
 

1) Share this flyer with at least 20 people.  Give them a copy, post it on 
social media like Facebook or Twitter, or talk to them about the impact of the 
loss of $1 million at Peterson.  The flyer is on the website at peterson.cps.edu. 
 

2) Contact your state representatives or senators and the leadership 
in Springfield RELENTLESSLY.  Peterson is distributing copies of a one 
pager called Illinois State Leadership Contact Information with e-mails and 
phone numbers of elected officials as well as a draft e-mail and phone message.   
You can get this one pager on the website at Peterson.cps.edu. 

 
3) Come with us to Springfield on Thursday, May 26, 2016.  More 

details to follow.   
 

To learn more and to take action, please come to a town hall at 
Peterson on Thursday, 5-19-16, at 6pm. 


