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PETERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
LOCAL SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday, November 29 2023 @5:00 pm
In-Person at Peterson Room 128, Virtual Access: meet.google.com/deq-dzvz-vpa

Join by phone: (US) +1 631-616-9371 PIN: 644 707 653#

LSC Members Present LSC Members Absent

Abir Mneimne (Abby Zodo) (Teacher
Representative)

Yalil Nieves (Principal)

Sarah Colella (Chair)

Kyla Klein (Parent, Co-Secretary)

Maleeha Mubashiruddin

Shirley D Warren-McClain (Non-Teacher Staff)

Greta Trinter (Student)

Stephen Johnson (Community, FOIA Officer)

DeAndrea Bell (Teacher)

Martinique Hallerduff (Parent, Co-Secretary)

Tori Mack (Parent)

Bruce Cunningham (Parent)

Arelys Alcozer (Community) Remote

5:00 pm Call to Order at 5:03pm
Motion to include Arelys Alcozer Remotely; passes.

Explanation of Local School Council Meetings

● Vote to Approve Meeting Agenda

Makes Motion Sarah Colella

Seconds Stephen Johnson

Vote Passes

● Vote to Approve Previous Meeting Minutes October 25

http://meet.google.com/deq-dzvz-vpa
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1ATaMHlCckGeG5PEA9vzXdZA1e7Vw7HTQdu68iFju8Zk/edit
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Makes Motion Sarah Colella

Seconds Stephen Johnson

Vote Passes

● Assign Five Fast Facts
○ Assigned to Tori Mack
○ Action item: sent to Mrs. Nieves, Ms. Hurley and CC Sarah Colella

5:05 pm Public Comment: None

5:12 pm

Reports
● Student Voice Committee Reports

○ Camille, 3rd grade student presents the committee’s work on
making a space to be safe and feel calm

○ Dexter, 4th grade student: We created 1st floor calm corners,
making posters, putting calm corner materials together, making
slideshow classroom presentations

○ 5th and 6th grade have started their meetings just before
thanksgiving break. They have about 20 5th graders and 5-10 6th
graders.

○ Mrs. Nieves provided report on 7-8th grade SVC. They want to
plan a winter dance and work on how we are living our values.

● PAC Report (Parent Advisory Council)
○ Mrs. Nieves presented the report (included in Principal’s report

slide 30).
○ Had a november session for paretns
○ The PAC is working to support parents in understanding and

enriching their child’s education. The role of the PAC is to
empower families.

○ Upcoming meeting is Dec 7 2023, virtual, in the evening. It is
focused on children’s mental health and how parents can support
their children’s needs.

○ This presentation is in partnership with The Kedzie Center.
● BAC Report (Bilingual Advisory Committee)

○ They recently met
○ January meeting’s focus will be the Access Test.
○ We have about 350 students taking the test. A 6 part test over

multiple days for each student.
○ Admin met with Brian Bochenek, Peterson’s Case Manager and

instructional coaches to determine a testing timeline for Peterson.
○ More details on slide 37 of Principal’s Report.

● Principal’s Report began at 5:15pm
○ Report sent in advance to LSC along with a file of other

documents: Bucket Expenditure Report, Internal Account
Summary, news article about budget deficit, ISBE Exemplary
designation letter…

○ Sarah Colella calls attention to the ISBE Exemplary Designation
and what an incredible achievement it is and expresses thanks to
Peterson staff.
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HIGHLIGHTS:
○ There is a deficit in bucket document
○ Student funds will be used to purchase class t-shirts. We need

sizes from about ⅔ of students.
○ Mrs. Nieves is curious why many families aren’t reading Snap

Connect and what the barriers might be.
○ FoP gave us $10k last year to hire someone to help with

recess/lunch.
○ Budget season starts April/May and we need to prepare the LSC

to understand
○ Pointer lines: a number of lines were negative at last meeting.

Some of them Mrs. Nieves cleared. Some are still being worked
on.

● Class size updates:
○ Peterson received additional funds to create additional 1st grade

position. Ms. Habeeb will be starting Dec 22 in this role.
○ Kindergarten teacher was awarded via Class Size Council. There

was a small pool of candidates, about ⅓ of applicants were not
qualified. There are 3 in-person interviews scheduled. We will
provide an update when we have one.

○ We need space for two new classrooms. ______ moving to Green
Space to make 116 available.

○ We need to purchase new materials and supplies to outfit the
classrooms. Currently identifying needs. Estimate is about $30,000
and supplies estimate at $6,000. Examples of costs provided by
Ms. Hurley.

○ Mrs. Nieves reached out to colleagues at other schools to try to
acquire some of these materials from neighboring schools.

○ Now we’re coordinating logistics of moving and storage.
○ Discussion and Vote on Transfer of Funds
○ Question from Kyla Klein: what happened to the furniture from

reducing class size several years ago. They go to the Warehouse.
Q: Can we go to the warehouse and get new materials? A: They
don’t have the furniture we need.

● Curriculum and Instruction
○ Various PD has been scheduled: Metro Chicago Math Initiative

upcoming in-person PD: December 2023 and other off-site
planning days. Not all schools hold similar PD but Mrs. Nieves
feels it is important that teachers need this support.

○ District has a mandate that the curriculum is vertically and
horizontally aligned, culturally responsive, UDL standards etc.

○ New programs for ELA and lower grade math in year prior. Middle
school math curriculum has new update out, will consider whether
to purchase updated version or to look at a different curriculum.

○ Exploring new curriculum for several areas
○ We don’t have high quality curriculum for Social Studies according

to the district rubric.
○ In science, our curriculum (PLTW) is “maybe”considered high

quality. District has not yet evaluated it.
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○ Social/Emotional curriculum needs to be analyzed. Second Step is
for K-5. Middle School relies on teacher-created units. We do
community circles and community building.

○ Mrs. Nieves recommends looking at other programs Skyline offers
but notes that it is challenging to use.

○ Question from Martinique Hallerduff: If we have an older
curriculum, was it considered high quality previously but has gone
out of date. A: Some of the metrics have changed, and some
predated the current Peterson administration. In the past the
district wasn’t requiring us to choose curriculums based on
particular metrics or have gone out of date based on what we learn
about how students’ learn.

Question from Sarah Colella: have families with students that are moving been
notified?
They have not because we want to have a transition plan in place first to support
students and we want to be able to share that information with students.

Comment from Mrs. Nieves: We can’t guarantee we will be able to keep these
positions for next year.
Comment from Ms. Hurley: Keep in mind that this is a contract year so we don’t have
all the information about teacher raises.

[5:58pm] Budget Non-Payroll Lines
● These are the funds that keep the building going.
● The additional funds remaining that we got based on student based

budgeting is about $101k. Most of the money that was already spent
already went to the salary for the 1st grade position which is what it was
allotted for.

● Many of this year’s supplies were purchased last year.
● Negative bucket #641509 to pay paraprofessionals

Budget transfers Requests
1. From: 24941-115-57940-119035-575-2024

115:General Education Fund

57940: Miscellaneous Charges

119035: Other Instruction Purposes - Miscellaneous

000575: Student Based Budgeting

Available funds in this line: $53469.45

To: 24941-115-55010-111008-575-2024
115: General Education Fund

55010: Property - Furniture

111008: Grades 1-8-Elementary

000575: Student Based Budgeting

Amount: $30,000
Rationale: Costs for Kinder and 1st grade grade classroom furniture: chairs,

tables, rugs, bookcases, etc.

2. From: 24941-115-57940-119035-575-2024
115:General Education Fund

57940: Miscellaneous Charges

119035: Other Instruction Purposes - Miscellaneous

000575: Student Based Budgeting
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To: 24941-115-53405-111008-575-2024
115: General Education Fund

53405: Commodities - Supplies

111008: Grades 1-8-Elementary

000575: Student Based Budgeting

Amount: $6000
Rationale: Costs for Kinder and 1st grade classroom supplies

3. 24941.115.51300.290001.000575 to 24941.115.51300.290001.000575 Amount:

Rationale: To clear negative on pointer line 115 51330 290001 000576

4. 24941.115.51330.290001.000575 to 24941.115.51300.290001.000575. Amount:

Rationale: To increase regular position pointer (575) to then adjust split-funded

position.

5. 24941-115-57940-119035-575-2024 to Bucket 541509 115.52130.39008.000575

Amount: Rationale: To replenish bucket.

Makes Motion Sarah Colella to approve all requests

Seconds Stephen

Vote Passes unanimously

Friends of Peterson Report by Catherine Korda
● Started a Giving Tuesday campaign to support STEM
● Raised $500 from Lou Mal’s fundraiser
● Funded Metro Chicago Math PD for teachers
● Purchased Giving Tree requests from educators
● New Peterson items available in online store.

● PPLC Report (Professional Personnel Leadership Committee)
● LSC Committees Report

○ Principal Evaluation Committee
■ Parent survey is approved by legal as of Nov 29.
■ Working on translation. We have two staff that can

translate to Arabic and Mrs. Nieves has a contact at
northside that can translate Vietnamese. We need
Spanish also. We need print versions. Working on
distribution plan.

○ Diverse Learners Committee

6:12 pm Public Comment: moved to later, see below.

6:14 pm

New Business

● Discussion and Vote on Fundraising
○ FoP wants to solicit donations on WinterFest

Makes Motion Sarah Colella

Seconds Tori Mack

Vote Passes
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● Discuss December meeting date/time
○ Sarah Colella proposes we skip this meeting as discussed last

year. If not, we need to move it because of conflict with school
performance.

○ Q: Will skipping affect principal evaluation survey? A: We should
either schedule a special meeting for that or schedule longer
meetings.

○ LSC agrees to skip December meeting.

Old Business

● What happened to the mural approved two years ago by Participatory
Budgeting? We would like a follow-up from the Alderman's office.

● For the next cycle: what about the tree damage created by the construction
of the field? Could that be an option?

● Kyla Klein is on a committee connected to the Alderman’s office and will
explore this as an option.

● Handicap accessible ramp at Door 9.

6:23 Public Comment: None

6:24 pm Adjournment: Motion- Sarah Colella. Seconded by Tori Mack. Passes.
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ESCUELA PRIMARIA PETERSON
AGENDA DE LA REUNIÓN DEL CONSEJO ESCOLAR LOCAL

miércoles 29 de noviembre 2023, 5:00 pm
En persona, salón 128, Accesso virtual: meet.google.com/deq-dzvz-vpa

Únete por teléfono:(US) +1 631-616-9371 PIN: 644 707 653#

5:00 pm Llamada al orden

Explicación de las reuniones del consejo escolar local

● Voto para aprobar la agenda de la reunión
● Voto para aprobar las actas de la reunión anterior 25 de octubre
● Asignación de Cinco hechos rápidos

5:05 pm Comentario Público

5:10 pm

Informes
● Informe del Comité de Voz Estudiantil
● Informe del PAC (Consejo Asesor de Padres)
● Informe del BAC (Comité Asesor Bilingüe)
● Informe de la Directora

○ Discusión y votación sobre transferencia de fondos
● Informe del PPLC (Comité de Liderazgo del Personal Profesional)
● Informe de los Comités del LSC

○ Comité de la Evaluación de la Directora
○ Comité de Estudiantes Diversos

5:45 pm Comentario público

5:45 pm

Asuntos Nuevos

● Discusión y votación sobre recaudación de fondos
● Discutir la fecha/hora de la reunión de diciembre

Asuntos pendientes

●

5:50 pm Aplazamiento

http://meet.google.com/deq-dzvz-vpa
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1ATaMHlCckGeG5PEA9vzXdZA1e7Vw7HTQdu68iFju8Zk/edit

