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Good Evening Peterson Parents,

For this week's newsletter I'd like to 
continue with our "People of 
Peterson" series with Ms. De'Andrea 
Bell:

"I grew up in Colorado as part of an 
Air Force family, which certainly had 
its benefits--including traveling all 
over the US and beyond--but came 
with its own challenges as well.  

While living on an Air Force base in 
Colorado we discovered that the 
local school children were less than 
friendly when they threw rocks at our bus.  We later found out that the local kids did 
this because they assumed that we were privileged because we were being bussed in 
from the base. This experience always serves to remind me how accepting and 
welcoming Peterson really is.

Although I initially pursued a degree in criminal justice, I discovered my love for 
teaching when I participated in a tutoring program while at Loyola University.  The 
tutoring program was implemented for kids who were about to fail 3rd, 6th, and 8th 
grade. I absolutely fell in love with it, but I also feared that my parents would’ve 
killed me if I changed my major again! With this fear in mind, I decided to wait until 
I graduated from Loyola University to pursue a Masters of Education at DePaul.

When I arrived at Peterson I started with teaching 3rd grade before eventually 
making my way up to the 6th grade.  I fell in love with Peterson as soon as I got 
here.  I believe the diversity of Peterson helps kids to “untangle the unknown” in a 
safe environment while not assuming the worst of others--as those local kids in 
Colorado did of me."

End of afterHours 
2017 

Today marks the end of 
another successful round of 
afterHours programming.  A 
special thank you to the 
educators who ran programs 
and to Ms. Amy Nelson for 
her tremendous work in 
coordinating the program 
itself.

Please note that while most 
of our programming is 
drawing to a close, some 
afterHours programs will 
be continuing.  Please 
visit the peterson.cps.edu 
homepage and look under 
"News to Use" for a 
complete list of continued 
programming. 

Targeted Academic 
Support 
Programming 

Please note that a new 
round of targeted 
academic support for 
math and reading will be 
starting next week.  If your 
child has been enrolled in a 
targeted support program he 
or she has been given a letter 
with complete details.  
Robocalls to parents of 
enrolled students will also be 
sent out.

http://peterson.cps.edu
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Mark your Calendar 

• Student and Teacher Window 
for My Voice My School Survey 
Open Until March 24th

• afterHours Session 2 Ends 
-- Today 

• 3rd Quarter Progress 
Reports Distributed -- 
Today 

• Track & Field School 
Registration Deadline -- March 
13th

• Raven Theater Teaching in 
Rooms 111, 114, 115 & 122 -- 
March 13th

• Girls on the Run Practice -- 
March 13th, 4pm-5:30 pm

• Girls on the Run Practice -- 
March 14th, 4pm 5:30 pm

• Northside Visit to Peterson -- 
March 15th

• Meeting for Refugee Support 
Families -- March 16th, 
2:30-3:30pm, Peterson Cafeteria

• 8th Grade Picture Retakes 
-- March 17th 

• PARCC Testing at Peterson 
Begins -- March 20th

• Raven Theater Teaching in 
Rooms 111, 114, 115 & 122 -- 
March 20th

• Girls on the Run Practice -- 
March 21st, 4pm-5:30 pm

• PAC Meeting -- March 21st, 
5pm

• 3rd Grade Field Trip to Raven 
Theater -- March 23rd

• Room 211 Field Trip to 826CHI 
-- March 24th

• Student and Teacher Window 
for My School, My Voice Survey 
Closes -- March 24th

• Girls on the Run Practice -- 
March 27th, 4pm-5:30 pm

• Girls on the Run Practice -- 
March 28th, 4pm 5:30 pm

Morning Max 

Morning Max is up and running at Peterson.  Here a few friendly reminders:

Every morning hot breakfasts (white bag) and cold breakfasts (brown bag) will 
be available for students at each entranceway to Peterson.  Students who take a 
breakfast will then eat with their classmates in the classroom.

• Students will have the option to choose 1) a hot breakfast (white bag); 2) a 
cold breakfast (brown bag); 3) an additional fruit; and 4) a skim or a 1% milk.  
All menus can be found at:  http://www.cps.edu/About_CPS/Departments/
Pages/MealMenu.aspx.

• I encourage all parents to review the menu (included with this week's 
newsletter) with their child and make a decision about whether a child will eat 
breakfast at home or at school.  Additionally, if eating at school, children 
should decide, with their parents, if they will eat a hot or cold breakfast.

• Please tell your child that they while they are encouraged to eat a breakfast at 
school if they do not eat one at home, they may not bring outside food for 
breakfast.  This is for the safety of all students at Peterson due to allergies.

Friendly Reminder Regarding Medicine at Peterson 

Please be advised, if your child requires medication during school hours you 
must:
First, notify Nurse Jessie or Nurse Sheila and Mr. Coleman, Case Manager. 
Documentation will then be given to the parents to have completed by the 
child’s pediatrician and parents. Second, medications must be kept in their 
original containers and labeled with the student’s name and prescription on it. 
Students who wish to carry their medications with them, must have consent 
from their doctor and parent(s). All other medications will be kept in the main 
office. This will help ensure the safety of your child and all other students as well 
as maintain legal compliance. For further questions, you may call Nurse Jessie in 
the main office.  

Congratulations to our  Conference Champion 8th 
Grade Boys Basketball Team! 

A special congratulations goes to our 8th grade basketball team for their 
exciting win clinching the Mather Conference Championship this past 
Saturday.   Thank you and congratulations to Coach Spy and Coach Caban as 
well and to all of our athletes and coaches who participated in the CPS winter 
sports program! Go Panthers!
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