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Good Evening Peterson Parents,

For this week's newsletter I'd like 
to continue with our "People of 
Peterson" series with Mr. Brian 
Bochenek.  

I was born and raised in the 
suburb of Homer Glen (on the 
same street as Mr. Topel!)  with 
my younger brother and sister. 
My brother was born with an ear 
infection which prevented him 
from speaking until he was four. 
My mother and I would sit with 
him through many speech 
therapy sessions as he learned to 
talk--an experience that had a 
significant influence in becoming a 
teacher later on.

Growing up, I always wanted to be a graphic designer. Discovering that people would 
actually buy my work only inspired me more.  During my senior year at Lockport 
Township High School I would spend half the day commissioning jobs from teachers 
around the school. After high school I went to Columbia College for two years, but then 
dropped out to work as a lead designer for an internet auction company.

Unfortunately, the company folded only six months later and I had a hard time finding 
work since I had not completed college. I was able to get a job as a paralegal, doing 
research for attorneys. It wasn’t a job I felt good about, but I also didn’t know what to 
do next.

In addition to graphic design, I’ve always had a passion for playing music.  I’ve been 
playing in bands since 1996, which I still do today.  While playing in a band I actually 
met my future wife, Rosie, who convinced me to be a lifelong learner and become a 
teacher. I had tried going back to college several times in the past, but this time I took 
things very seriously because of my love for learning. I knew I had to graduate magna 
cum laude! 

After college, I had a really hard time my first year of teaching. It took me time to 
realize that I’m not the only driving force in my students’ lives and that many different 
factors have an impact on their success.  Fortunately, I had great support from friends, 
family, and staff to help me get through the first year.  

I love the diversity we have here at Peterson.  I’ve learned so much from these children 
who come from so many diverse backgrounds and I’ve really enjoyed sharing my 
passions for music, drawing, video games and comics. These days, I can’t even imagine 
working somewhere where everyone has the same background and life experiences as 
me.”

Olympic Day STEM Challenge 

Attention Parents:  Please help our 
Olympic Day STEM Challenge be a 
successful activity for our students.  
Bring your old newspapers to Peterson.  
We need as many old newspapers as 
possible.  Mr. Spy and Ms. Nelson have a 
collection box and will be happy to 
recycle your old newspapers after they 
are put to good use during Olympic 
Days.  You can drop off the newspapers 
in the collection bin outside the main 
office.  

NWEA Testing Continues Next 
Week at Peterson 

As a friendly reminder, NWEA MAP 
(Northwest Evaluation Association 
Measures of Academic Progress) testing 
will continue next week at Peterson.  
Note that the testing schedule will also 
be available on our website at 
Peterson.cps.edu.  

Important Information for Prospective / Transitioning Parents 

Do you know a friend or family member interested in sending their child(ren) to 
Peterson? Please let them know that we have spaces available for incoming 1st graders --
even if they have not previously completed the Options for Knowledge process.  Please 
have any prospective parents visit the Peterson main office where we will assist with 
registration.  

Are you considering a move to another Chicago neighborhood but interested in having 
your child continue to attend Peterson?  Please contact the main office to discuss 
possible options.

Staff Farewell Celebration 

Please join us on June 14th in the 
Peterson Cafeteria at 4pm as we wish 
Ms. Marti Hindalieh a happy retirement 
and bid farewell to Peterson staff who 
are moving on to other adventures.

Peterson! Get excited!   

Our Attendance Challenge continues for 
the last 4 weeks of school! Each week, if 
your homeroom has 98% or better, your 
class will have a Popsicle Party on the 
Plaza!  That’s right - a Popsicle Party 
EACH week!

Wait!  There’s more! The Top Three 
Homerooms with the Best Overall 
Attendance for the Last 5 Weeks will win 
an Ice Cream Party!

Let’s go Peterson!

http://Peterson.cps.edu
http://Peterson.cps.edu
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Mark your Calendar 

• NO SCHOOL, Memorial 
Day -- May 29th 

• Choir Auditions for 3rd 
Graders -- May 30th-31st

• 5th Grade Going to Lincoln 
Park Zoo -- May 30th

• Mather HS Investigation Day 
-- May 30th 

• 4th Grade ELA Testing -- May 
31st

• Peterson Algebra Exit Exam -- 
May 31st, 9am

• Rooms 118 and 211 Walking to 
the Library -- May 31st

• 4th Grade Math Testing -- 
June 1st

• Choir Auditions for 4th 
Graders -- June 1st-2nd

• Network One Practice Track 
Meet at Lane Tech -- June 1st, 
4:30-7:30pm

• Before and After School 
Programming Ends -- 
June 2nd 

• Kindergarten Field Trip to 
Lincoln Park Zoo -- June 2nd

• Pre-K Walking to Hollywood 
Park -- June 2nd

• Room 209 Field Trip to 826 
CHI -- June 2nd

• Track and Field Regional 
Qualifier Meet for Regions 1 
& 2 -- June 3rd, Hansen 
Stadium, 9 am

• Choir Auditions for 5th and 
6th Graders  (Intermediate 
Choir) -- June 5th-6th

• Olympic Days for 2nd & 3rd 
and 6th & 7th Grades -- June 
6th

• Choir Auditions for 7th and 
8th Graders -- June 6th-7th

• Peterson Fittest Student 
Competition: Pacer/Push Up 
Testing -- June 7th, 3:45 - 
4:45pm

Family Green Day
While Family Green Day was, unfortunately, cancelled due to weather, an amazing group 
of parents, students, and staff helped after school this week putting down wood chips, 
gathering trash, and weeding.  Thank you so much to everyone who participated in this 
work day!  The schoolyard looks great!  In addition, volunteers have started a community 
herb garden in one of the wooden planters located along Christiana near the corner of 
Catalpa that is available for all families to pick herbs from and use at home.  There are 
informational signs attached to the planter to identify the plants and provide some ideas 
for use.   Please enjoy!  Thanks also to the parents and staff who worked so hard to plan 
Family Green Day, including, Gina LeTempt, Michael Golub, Casey Jedrzejczak, Mike 
Weis, Kim Frost, and Sarah Myers.

Attention 7th grade families! 

It’s time for 7th grade families to complete 
the first step in the high school application 
process for school year 2018-19. Visit 
go.cps.edu to subscribe and receive 
instructions and announcements that are 
critical to applying to a CPS high school. 
#gocps #cpshighschools

Peterson Elementary School Choir Auditions for the 2017-2018 School Year! 

It is time to start putting together the groups for next school year’s choir ensembles. 
Choir is a wonderful opportunity for children to engage in the arts with a community of 
their peers. We learn music from all over the world, and perform around the Chicago 
community. 

Incoming 3rd and 4th graders may audition for Beginning Choir. Incoming 5th and 6th 
graders may audition for Intermediate Choir. Incoming 7th and 8th graders may audition 
for Concert Choir. Students auditioning before school should meet in Room 128 at 
7:45AM. Students auditioning after school should meet in Room 128 at 4:00PM

• Auditions for incoming 3rd graders will take place before and after school on Tuesday, 
May 30 and Wednesday, May 31.

• Auditions for incoming 4th graders will take place before and after school on Thursday, 
June 1 and Friday, June 2.

• Auditions for Intermediate Choir (Incoming 5th and 6th graders) will take place before 
and after school on Monday, June 5 and Tuesday, June 6.

• Audition for Concert Choir (Incoming 7th and 8th graders) will take place before and 
after school on Wednesday, June 7th and Thursday, June 8th. 

http://go.cps.edu
http://go.cps.edu

