
Senate 

Don Harmon • President Pro Tempore 
(217) 782-8176 • dharmon@senatedem.ilga.gov 

John J. Cullerton • President 
(217) 782-2728 • jcullerton@senatedem.illinois.gov 

James F. Clayborne • Majority Leader 
(217) 782-5399 • clayborne@senatedem.state.il.us 

William R. Haine • Majority Whip 
(217) 782-5247 • ILsenator@hainedistrictoffice.com 

Mattie Hunter • Majority Whip 
 (217) 782-5966 • hunter@senatedem.state.il.us 

Iris Y. Martinez • Majority Whip 
 (217) 782-8191 • IMartinez@senatedem.IL.gov 

Christine Radogno • Minority Leader 
(217) 782-9407 • Christine@senatorRadogno.com 

Chapin Rose • Minority Whip 
 (217) 558-1006 • senatorchapinrose@gmail.com 

House 

Michael J. Madigan • Speaker 
(217) 782-5350 mmadigan@hds.ilga.gov 

Barbara Flynn Currie • Majority Leader 
(217) 782-8121 • RepCurrie@Sbcglobal.net 

Jim Durkin • Minority Leader 
(217) 782-0494 • RepDurkin@hotmail.com 

dharmon@senatedem.ilga.gov, jcullerton@senatedem.illinois.gov, clayborne@senatedem.state.il.us, 
ILsenator@hainedistrictoffice.com, hunter@senatedem.state.il.us, IMartinez@senatedem.IL.gov, 

christine@senatorRadogno.com, senatorchapinrose@gmail.com, mmadigan@hds.ilga.gov, 
RepCurrie@Sbcglobal.net, RepDurkin@hotmail.com
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Email Template
Simply copy and paste the template below into an email.  Refer to the websites above and select "Contact Us" to send 
your email updating the information in parentheses as appropriate.

Dear (REPRESENTATIVE TITLE AND NAME),

As a (EDUCATOR/PARENT/COMMUNITY MEMBER) of Mary Gage Peterson Elementary, a Chicago Public 
Elementary (CPS) school of approximately 920 students, I am writing to share my grave concerns about the current 
inequity in Illinois' education funding formula.  

Chicagoans contribute 20% to state income tax and our children comprise 20% of the total number of students enrolled 
in Illinois, yet we only receive 15% of state funding.  

To address this gross imbalance, CPS has warned of budget cuts of 30% of local funds, a loss that would be 
catastrophic to the education of the 920 students at Peterson as well as other students throughout Chicago.  

Peterson Elementary stands to lose over $1 million.  The impact of a cut of this magnitude will be nothing short of 
disastrous.  This figure represents compensation for up to 12 educators.  Amongst other effects, this will increase 
class sizes to approximately 40 students--a number that comes dangerously close to exceeding the fire code for most 
of our classrooms, and certainly a number that makes it close to impossible to provide a quality education to kids.

Please know that as a concerned (EDUCATOR/PARENT/COMMUNITY MEMBER) and registered voter in the State of 
Illinois that I will continue to stay informed and do everything in my power to support those who advocate for fairness in 
funding and to work against those who do not.

I hope I can count on you to say no to more cuts to CPS and to work with other members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives like Senate President Cullerton, State Senator Andy Manar, and House Speaker Michael Madigan who 
are fighting for fair funding for all of our schools.

Sincerely,

(NAME)

Phone Script
Phone numbers for each representative are listed above.  

Dear (REPRESENTATIVE TITLE AND NAME) my name is (NAME) and I am a concerned (EDUCATOR/PARENT/
COMMUNITY MEMBER) of Mary Gage Peterson Elementary, a Chicago Public Elementary school.  I am calling to 
share my grave concerns about the current inequity in Illinois' education funding formula.  

The proposed CPS cuts to address the imbalance in funding will have catastrophic consequences to our school and 
many other schools in the CPS district, resulting in a loss of over $1 million to Peterson.   

Please know that as a concerned (EDUCATOR/PARENT/COMMUNITY MEMBER) and voter in the State of Illinois that 
I will continue to stay informed and do everything in my power to support those who advocate for fairness in funding 
and to work against those who do not.

I hope I can count on you to say no to more cuts to CPS - and to work with other members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives like Senate President Cullerton, State Senator Andy Manar, and House Speaker Michael Madigan who 
are fighting for fair funding for all of our schools.

Thank you for your time.




