
Mary Gage Peterson Elementary October 20, 2014

Letter from the Principal 
Dear Peterson Families,!

I hope you all had a great weekend. !
There is a lot happening at Peterson.  I am very sad to announce 
that Peterson unfortunately will be losing a wonderful teacher 
soon.  Ms. Angie Taggart is moving.  Ms. Taggart is a 5th through 
8th English Language Arts’ (ELA) teacher who has done 
extraordinary work at Peterson.  Her last day is Friday, October 24, 
2014.  Please join me in thanking Ms. Taggart for her outstanding 
service to Peterson.  I would also like to welcome Ms. Nancy 
Christman who will be taking the 5 to 8 ELA position.  Ms. 
Christman is coming to Peterson from Ohio, and she has an 
extensive background in literacy.  I am also excited to announce 
that Mr. Josh Turpen has been hired as the 3rd grade teacher.  Mr. 
Turpen has his Masters in Education from DePaul University, and 
he is coming to Peterson from Alcott College Prep. !
The third grade team, Ms. Silva and I have made determinations 
about which students will be in the new third grade classroom and 
will soon be notifying families.  Due to all of the different 
considerations that go into creating balanced classrooms that are 
best for students, I am not able to take parent requests.  Regardless, 
as in all situations, the utmost care is given to determining what is 
best for all students at Peterson. !!
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International Night 

International Night will be Friday, 
10-24-14, from 5:30pm to 
8:00pm.  Admission is free.  
Families can purchase Taste of 
Peterson food tickets for $1.00 
per (1) ticket.  The food will be 
served starting at 5:30pm. The 
fashion show will start at 5:30pm 
and student performances will be 
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm.  There is 
no charge for the performance.  
The entertainment also includes:  
Mariachi Monumental, Native 
American Songs and Dance, 
World Music, International Dance 
Instruction, and Ensemble 
Espanol Spanish Dance Youth 
Company.  International Night is a 
wonderful tradition at Peterson.  
Please consider bringing a dish or 
volunteering.  Please contact Lloy 
Johnston or Illiana Silva at 
lloy@johnston5.com or 
isilva@cps.edu with any questions. 

Catalog Sales 

Catalog sales end this Friday, 
10-24-14.  The catalog sale is 
being coordinated by the 
Peterson PTA and the funds raised 
will benefit the school.  If families 
would like to donate but are not 
interested in purchasing anything, 
they have the option of donating 
money through the Freedom from 
Fundraising (FFF) program.  
Checks should be made out to 
the Peterson PTA with “FFF” and 
the student’s room number in the 
memo line.  For questions, please 
contact Mandy Bevacqua at 
amandashaye24@gmail.com. 

PETERSON PARENT PERIODICAL 
College Graduates.  Community Leaders.  Cultural Ambassadors. 
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A couple of friendly reminders:   

Catalog Sales:  Catalog sales end this Friday, 10-24-14.  The 
catalog sale is being coordinated by the Peterson PTA (Parent 
Teacher Association) and the funds raised will benefit the school.  I 
would like to thank all families in advance for their support of this 
fundraiser.  If families would like to donate but are not interested 
in purchasing anything, they have the option of donating money 
through the Freedom from Fundraising (FFF) program.  Checks 
should be made out to the Peterson PTA with “FFF” and the 
student’s room number on the memo line.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mandy Bevacqua, PTA Catalog Sales 
Coordinator at amandashaye24@gmail.com. 
International Night:  International Night is this Friday, 10-24-14, at 
Peterson.  International Night will be from 5:30pm until 8:00pm.  Peterson 
still needs food donations and parent volunteers.  Please consider bringing 
some food to share or giving of your time for this wonderful Peterson 
tradition.  Please contact Ms. Lloy Johnston or Ms. Illiana Silva at 
lloy@johnston5.com or isilva@cps.edu. 

International Night Fashion Show:  Thank you to all parents who are 
supporting their child in participating in the annual International Night 
Fashion Show.  At this time Ms. Mistry is no longer seeking any more 
participants.  Thank you for your interest.   

After-Hours at Peterson:   After-Hours will start on Monday, November 
3, 2014.  After-hours will be everyday after-school Monday through 
Thursday until the end of April.  There will be both enrichment and 
intervention opportunities.  Families should look for permission slips on 
Monday, 10-27-14.   

Morning Line-Up:  Parents, with the addition of another 3rd grade 
classroom there will be even less space on the plaza for morning line-up.  
To accommodate all students safely, please exit the plaza by 8:20am when 
the bell rings.  This will help the peterson staff be able to identify each 
classroom and the lines assigned to each grade.  Thank you!! 

Have a great week! 

Kate Kane,  

Interim Principal
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Upcoming Events 

10-20 to 10-24:  Mobile Dentists @ 
Peterson 

10-21:  NWEA Science Window 
Closes 

10-21:  Parent Tea @ 8:15am 

10-21:  Cross Country North 
Sectional Meet @ Humboldt Park 

10-21:  Girls Volleyball Peterson @ 
Bridge 

10-23 to 10-24:  Ageless Eyecare @ 
Peterson 

10/24:  Catalog Sales End 

10/24:  International Night @ 5:30pm 

10-27 to 10-30:  8th Grade 
Fundraiser 

10-27:  Mobile Dentists @ Peterson 

10-28:  Parent Tea in the Cafeteria @ 
8:15 

11-1:  Math Competition Meet 

11-3:  After-Hours Starts 

11-14:  Parent Tea in the Cafeteria @ 
8:15 

11-6:  End of the 1st Quarter 

11-7:  No School for Students 

!
!
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