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Letter from the Principal 
Dear Peterson Families,!

I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving!!!

While there are only a few weeks of school in December, it is 
going to be a very busy and exciting month.  Basketball season is 
starting at Peterson, and students will soon be playing in games.  I 
would like to thank all the Peterson parents and staff who are 
supporting our basketball players as coaches:  Ms. Niki Flores, 
Ms. Jenny Curtis, Mr. Miguel Caban, Mr. Nick Spychalski, and 
Mr. Mark Holcomb.  Thank you coaches for dedicating your time 
to helping our students to build valuable athletic and teamwork 
skills!!  !

Additionally, the season of band and choir performances for the 
holidays is also here.  The band and choir will be taking a field 
trip, performing at Peterson, and giving what will be an 
undoubtedly outstanding performance at Northside on 12-12-14.  
Thank you to Mr. Anand Sukumaran, band director, and Ms. 
Michelle Thomas, choir director, for the countless hours that you 
are dedicating to supporting blossoming musicians at Peterson.!
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PAC Meeting 12-2 

There is a PAC meeting 
tomorrow, Tuesday 12-2-14, at 
8:35am in the cafeteria.  PAC 
will be discussing the CCSS 
with Principal Kate Kane and 
AP Illiana Silva.  PAC will also 
be joined by Counselor Carina 
Martino to give parents an 
opportunity to learn about sex 
education at Peterson.   

Frozen Family Night 

The Peterson PTA will be 
hosting a Frozen Family Fun 
Night on Thursday, December 
11, 2014, at 6pm in the 
cafeteria at Peterson.  Please 
come enjoy the sing-a-long 
with other Peterson families. 

Winter Concert 

The Winter Concert will be on 
Friday, November 12, 2014, at 
Northside College Prep from 
7pm to 9pm.  Information 
about tickets is forthcoming.  
Please come and enjoy the 
music made by the hard-
working Peterson band and 
choir and directors Anand 
Sukumaran and Michelle 
Thomas.

PETERSON PARENT PERIODICAL 
College Graduates.  Community Leaders.  Cultural Ambassadors. 



Mary Gage Peterson Elementary December 1, 2014

There are also several staffing transitions at Peterson that I would 
like to share.  As you can see in the picture on the front page, Mr. 
Josh Turpen is up and running in the new third grade classroom.  
Ms. Maureen Lowrance (Special Education 3rd and 4th) is back at 
Peterson, and it is great to have her back.  Ms. Cristen Brossok 
(8th Special Education) will be taking a leave of absence, and Ms. 
Lisa Banoff, who was the temporary assigned teacher for Ms. 
Lowrance, will be temporary assigned teacher for Ms. Brossok.  I 
am very happy that Ms. Banoff is able to stay at Peterson.  
Additionally, Ms. Rachel Bramley (5th English Language Arts) is 
on leave.  Mr. Zach Hayes will be the 5th grade ELA teacher in 
the absence of Ms. Bramley.  Finally, Mr. Chris Christensen will 
be on leave for the next couple of weeks as he welcomes his new 
son into the world.  Ms. Jane Powers is the sub for Mr. 
Christensen.  Thank you to all Peterson families for welcoming 
these new staff members.  If you have any questions about any of 
these transitions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  !

I would like to again thank all those who have continued to 
support families affected by the fire.  I am very excited to 
announce that Friends of Peterson has received approximately 
$30,000 in donations for victims of the fire.  This is $5,000 above 
the goal of $25,000.  I would especially like to thank 
Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU) and President Sharon 
Hahs for their support.  NEIU donated $6,080 to Friends of 
Peterson that is going to benefit victims of the fire.  Additionally, 
Raymond Almer donated $5,000 to support the victims.  Friends 
of Peterson is extremely grateful for these contributions to 
support families.!

Have a great week, and stay warm in this cold weather.!

! ! ! ! ! -Kate Kane, Principal!
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Upcoming Events 

12-2:  Parent Tea @ 8:15 

12-2:  PAC @ 8:35am 

12-2:  209 and 211 Walking Field 
Trip to Albany Park 

12-3:  Beginning Choir Field Trip 
to Museum of Science and 
Industry 

12-4:  118 and 205 Walking Field 
Trip to Albany Park 

12-5:  7th and 8th Grade Dance 
@ Peterson from 5:30pm to 
8:30pm 

12-8:  25th Anniversary of Local 
School Councils (Lane College 
Prep) 

12-9:  Parent Tea @ 8:15am 

12-9:  PTA Meeting @ 8:30am 

12-9:  LSC Meeting  

12-11:  Frozen Family Night 

12-12:  Winter Concert at 
Northside 

All events for the year are on the 
Community Calendar MGP on  

the school website:  
peterson.cps.k12.il.us. 

! Thank you so much to the students and staff at NEIU for their 
generous contribution to Friends of Peterson to benefit victims of the 

recent fire.
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