
Mary Gage Peterson Elementary December 15, 2014

Letter from the Principal 
Dear Peterson Families,!

I hope you are all doing well.  It was a busy week last week 
at Peterson!! !
The band and choir did put on two excellent performances 
for students in grades 1 to 6 last week.  It was clear that all 
students thoroughly enjoyed the performances.  The concert 
at Northside College Prep on Friday evening was absolutely 
amazing too!!  Thank you so much to students for their hard 
work, families for supporting the students, and to Mr. Anand 
Sukumaran and Michelle Thomas for leading the Peterson 
band and choir. !
Frozen Family Night was also a huge success!!  Thank you 
to the PTA for coordinating this event, especially Mary 
Karen Reynolds and Francine Kelley.  Thanks to all families 
who attended and sang so heartily. !
Our basketball teams are doing a great job!!  There are lots 
of games this week, so please check out the calendar and 
come support our Peterson athletes. !!!
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Peterson Spirit Wear 

Peterson spirit wear is available 
for purchase starting today until 
Friday, December 26, 2014 at 
http://wcsshirts.com/mgpeterson.  
Orders will be sent directly to 
your home.   

Lost and Found 

The table of lost and found 

clothes and items is outside of the 

main office.  Anything not picked 

up by 12-18-14 will be donated on 

12-19-14.  

CPS Recess Policy 

The Office of Student Health and 
Wellness at Chicago Public 
Schools has put a cold weather 
recess policy into place.  If it is 
above 32 degrees with or without 
a wind chill, then recess will be 
held outdoors.  If it is between 15 
degrees and 31 degrees with our 
without a wind chill, then the 
decision is made by the school.  If 
it is below 15 degrees with or 
without a wind chill, recess will be 
held indoors.  Outdoor recess 
time allows students to get fresh 
air and engage in physical 
activity.  Please make sure that 
your child is dressed 
appropriately for the weather.  If 
there are any questions about 
outdoor recess and how to 
prepare for it, please reach out to 
Coach Jenny or Amy Washington.
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A couple of friendly reminders:   

Holiday Schedule:  Please remember that this week is a regular week.  
There is school everyday, and afterhours every day except for Wednesday 
due to staff PD.  While community building activities are planned, Peterson 
does not have holiday parties.  The no-treat policy is in full effect.  No 
outside food is allowed in the building.   

After-Hours at Peterson:   There will be no afterhours this 
Wednesday due to staff professional development.  Please make 
arrangements to pick-up your child at 3:30pm.  There will be afterhours on 
Thursday 

Progress Reports:  Progress report distribution will be on 12-19-14.  
Please talk with your child to make sure that he or she is keeping up with 
his or her work.  This is a great time to monitor how your child is doing and 
to make adjustments if necessary.  Please reach out to teachers if you have 
further questions.   

Outdoor Weather Dress:  Please remember that unless there are extreme 
conditions, students go outside for recess.  This is so that students have an 
opportunity to exercise and play.  Furthermore, please remember that 
viruses, not cold weather, cause sickness.  Please make sure your child is 
dressed appropriately for the weather, and please plan on your child having 
outdoor recess for most of the winter. 

School Progress Report:  As I am sure you all are aware, CPS has released 
progress reports for schools.  There are essentially 5 levels for schools:  1+, 
1, 2+, 2, and 3.  Peterson was given a level 1 rating.  The student growth 
was above average, and student attainment was above average.  These are 
things to celebrate.  Culture and Climate, which is measured by the My 
Voice My School Survey and aligned to the 5 Fundamentals for School 
Success, was given a rating of not yet organized.  Please go to www.cps.edu 
and search for Peterson to see the full progress report. 

PARCC Testing:  The PARCC is the criterion referenced assessment 
aligned to the Common Core State Standards that will replace the ISAT.  
Updates regarding PARCC will be in the newsletter.  CPS has been 
approved to test all 3rd to 5th grade students with paper and pencil.  All 6th 
to 8th students will test on computers.  This will allow for a shorter testing 
window and less of a burden on computing resources. 

Happy holidays and happy 
new year!! I look forward to 
seeing all families in 2015!!  

Kate Kane,  

Principal
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Upcoming Events 

12-15 to 12-19:  8th Grade Candy 
Gram Fundraiser at Peterson 

12-15:  NWEA MAP Testing Window 
Opens 

12-15:  TRC, Dibels Testing Window 
Opens 

12-15:  Boys Basketball CICS-IP @ 
Peterson 

12-16:  Parent Tea @ 8:15am 

12-16:  Girls Basketball Portage Park 
@ Peterson 

12-17:  NO afterhours due to Staff 
PD 

12-17:  Girls Basketball CICS-IP @ 
Peterson 

12-19:  Progress Report Distribution 

12-22 to 1-2:  No School Winter 
Vacation 

Please check our website 
(peterson.cps.k12.il.us) for all 
upcoming events. 

!
Peterson 
students 

enjoying the 
fun at 

Frozen 
Family  

Night hosted 
by the PTA.  

http://www.cps.edu

