
Mary Gage Peterson Elementary May 18, 2015

Letter from the Principal 
Dear Peterson Families,!

! It has been quite an exciting week at Peterson!!!

! The Peterson Boys and Girls Track Teams had their first meet 
last Monday at Hanson Stadium.  There were no formal winners as it 
was only a practice meet, but it is clear that the track team is a strong 
team that will continue to challenge the competition.  The next meet is 
Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at Hanson Stadium.  Please come support the 
Peterson Panthers!!!

! The 5th/6th girls soccer team had a great season and a lot was 
learned. The team grew by leaps and bounds and are already looking 
forward to the next season.  The 7th/8th girls soccer team is playing for 
the Network Championship today!  They have worked tirelessly and 
have grown together as a team to get to this point.  Both teams, 
throughout their journey, have represented Peterson with respect and 
admiration for their opponents both on and off the field. The coaches 
cannot thank the parents enough for all of their support!  Go Panthers!!

! Ms. Carrie Martens and Ms. Jamie Rivas, second grade teachers 
at Peterson, had a trial for Primary Voice in their rooms on Wednesday, 
5-13-15.  Students worked with community members and lawyers to 
determine the innocence or guilt of characters in a fairy tale.  It was 
great to see the students so engaged and making such well supported 
arguments!!!

! Ms. Katreeena Dyrek is leading 5th graders in the creation of a 
mural in the stairwell leading up to the 5th grade hallway in the middle 
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Celebrating Peterson 

Ms. Michelle Thomas, our 
amazing choir director and 

music teacher, has announced 
that she will be retiring after 25 
years of outstanding service to 

Peterson.  Thank you Ms. 
Thomas for all you have done 

for kids and families!! 
Information about a reception 

for Ms. Thomas is forthcoming.!

Middle School Events 
and Reminders 

NWEA MAP testing is taking 
place this week for students in 5, 

6, 7, and 8.  Please remember 
that this test is used for 7th 

graders as one of the criteria 
for admittance into magnet 

and selective enrollment high 
schools and should be taken 
seriously.  Please make sure 

your child gets a good night of 
sleep and a healthy breakfast the 

day of testing.  On Friday, 
5-22-15, there will be a Musical 

Theater Class Scene Recital for 
7th and 8th students in Musical 

Theater.  On Friday, 5-29-15, 
there will be a dance for 7th and 

8th grade students.!

Kindergarten 
Orientation 

Kindergarten Orientation will 
take place on Friday, 5-29-15 at 
9am.  All families of incoming 

kindergarten students are 
encouraged and invited to 

attend. !
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school.  Peterson 5th graders are collaborating with Northside College 
Prep students to create the mural.  If you have not seen it yet, stop by 
and take a look!!  It is brightening up the Peterson hallway.!

! Friends of Peterson (FoP) raised $8,080 at Beer for Books on 
Friday evening to support Peterson School.  A huge thank you goes to 
FoP President Catherine Korda, Treasurer Stephen Johnson, Secretary 
Chuck Deters, and board member Janel Shepin for their ongoing work 
to make FoP a reality.   Additionally, I would like to thank Catherine 
Korda, Janel Shepin, Chuck Deters, Scott Topel, Tina Skorey, Amie 
Stachniak, Barbara Nordlund, and Megan Trinter for all their hard work 
to plan such an amazing kickoff event.   It was a huge success.  Thank 
you to all families and staff members who came and supported Friends 
of Peterson on Friday.! !

! Peterson kept going strong throughout the weekend too.  
Peterson did a great job at the Invention Convention on Saturday.  
Diego Araujo won 1st place in the 6th grade category; Christina Araujo 
won 2nd in the 7th and 8th category; Simon Peterson won 1st in the 7th 
and 8th category; Lena Schiller (6th) won honorable mention; and 
Natalie Zajczenko (7th), Olivia Dixon (7th), and Michelle Vasquez (7th) 
also won honorable mention.  Shania Quintana (8th) represented 
Peterson extraordinarily well.  Thanks to Ms. Kim Marinac for her 
support of the group, and great job Peterson students!!  You are future 
creators and inventors!!

! I would also like to share some important staffing transitions for 
SY 2015-2016.   Ms. Michelle Thomas, our outstanding choir director 
and music teacher, is retiring after 25 years of service to Peterson.  
Thank you so much Ms. Thomas for your commitment and dedication 
to Peterson students, for all you have done to change lives for the better.  
You will be greatly missed.  A retirement reception for Ms. Thomas is 
getting planned, and I will keep you posted on the details.  !

! Two other outstanding staff members are continuing as educators 
yet in different places.  Ms. Heidi Nardini, our 8th grade teacher of 
mathematics will be headed to teach high school students at Disney II, 
and Ms. Lyla Badawi, our 6th grade teacher of mathematics, will be 
working with bilingual students in Skokie, IL.  I look forward to 
celebrating and supporting these outstanding educators as they 
transition.!

! Finally,  we have some fantastic news we would like to share with 
Peterson Families!  Peterson has won a grant through the U.S. State 
Department to host a teacher from Egypt to teach Arabic next year as a 
part of our Encore program.  If anyone is interested in serving as a host 
family for our incoming teacher for the 
first two weeks of her arrival, please 
reach out to Mr. Topel at 
sgtopel@cps.edu. More details will 
follow soon!!

Have a great week,!

Kate Kane, Principal
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Upcoming Events 

5-19:  5th Grade MAP Reading 

5-19:  Parent Tea @ 8:15am 

5-20-:  6, 7, 8 NWEA MAP Reading 

5-20:  No After School Programs due to 
After-School Professional Development 

5-21:  6, 7, 8 MAP Mathematics 

5-22:  6, 7, 8 NWEA MAP Math 

5-22:  5th Grade MAP Math Testing 

5-22:  8th Grade Girls Group to University 
of Chicago 

5-22:  PK Walking to Legion Park 

5-22:  Mather Investigation Day 

5-22:  Musical Theater Class Scene Recital 
at 6pm at Peterson  

5-25:  No School Memorial Day 

5-26:  3, 6 8 MAP Re-Testing 

5-27:  Algebra Exit Exam 

5-27:  3, 6, 8 MAP Re-Testing 

5-27:  K MAP Reading Testing 

5-28:  Concert Band CPS Citywide Band 
Contest 

5-29:  K orientation 

5-29:  Albany Park Library at Peterson 

5-29:  Intermediate and Concert Choir 
Citywide Choral Concert 

!
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