
Prospective Peterson Parents 
Information Session

Principal Yalil Nieves
Assistant Principal Kathleen Hurley 



Introductions: 

What is Your 
and your 

child’s Name?

What do you 
want to know 

about 
peterson?

What do you 
know about 

peterson?

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTA5ODA2MzYyMjIyODg4MDY5NjgiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjF5QzNNa2hrbFlKTERPdWVxWmdsdnJUeUNzOTZQSmxoSXZZeVNIR29qQ01NIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdhMTFhNGI0YzgxXzBfMCIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMXlDM01raGtsWUpMRE91ZXFaZ2x2clR5Q3M5NlBKbGhJdll5U0hHb2pDTU0vNjgwMmI2YzgtOGJlNy00ZGMyLWFiOGMtYjJkODZkMDk5ZDFkIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Who I Am:

Principal Nieves Assistant Principal Hurley



Agenda: 

● Introductions
● Video 
● People of Peterson
● Peterson Beliefs & Values
● Statistics 
● Community 

Accomplishments
● Curriculum in Action
● Supporting All Students
● Partnerships
● Communication
● Questions



This is Peterson:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P58oul8HoE4


What We Believe and Value:

Vision
Giving Rise To:

College Graduates
Community Leaders

Cultural Ambassadors

Peterson Mission
Peterson Elementary's comprehensive STEAM program 

and social-emotional education provides an 
interdisciplinary and integrated approach to learning. 

We differentiate support to a diverse body of learners, 
seeing students as current changemakers and future 

leaders in their community.



What We Believe and Value:

Peterson Vision Based 
Values

Courage
Compassion

Collaboration
Perseverance

Critical Thinking
Problem Solving
Self - Motivation



Who We Are:



Meet Our Educators! 

http://www.peterson.cps.edu/peterson-people

http://www.peterson.cps.edu/peterson-people
http://www.peterson.cps.edu/peterson-people


About Peterson:
● Exemplary Neighborhood 

school 
○ Automatic enrollment if 

in attendance 
boundaries 

● Pre-K to 8th Grade 
○ 927 students 
○ 30+ Languages 
○ 1 Community 

● Demographics 
○ Hispanic/latino-36.7%
○ White-27.0%
○ Asian-24.4%

● Exemplary Social Emotional 
Learning School 

● Steam designation



As A Community We 
Have Accomplished:



Our 
children 

are 
happy!

SEL time Student 
Voice

Family 
Engage
-ment

Our 
chickens!









This is what our students 
Have to Say About Peterson:

“I love this school soooo much! I never 

want to leave.”

“I like my school! There are a lot of people I know you 

can make friends. People are so nice here.”

“I love my school and the people here. The 
teachers are amazing!”

“My children are gaining an education from a 
lifetime! They are learning how to build 
relationships in ways that most adults do not 
know how! It is an incredibly warm caring and 
inspiring community, where I feel my children get 
both the best in academic training as well as 
social emotional learning.

“I like how all the teachers I have had so far at Peterson are 

respectful and give their students a choice.”

"What makes a child gifted and talented may not always be good grades in 

school, but a different way of looking at the world and learning" - Chuck 

Grassley. Teachers at Peterson engage the student and not just make them 

learn so much, but make school fun.



The What: Curriculum 

K-4
● EL Education 
● Wilson Fundations (K-2) 
● Common Diagnostics 

5-8
● MyPerspectives 
● Literature Circles, Reciprocal Teaching, Authentic Tasks, Use of Technology

K-5
● Bridges 

○ Encourages students to develop their own strategies for solving 
problems and engage in discussion about their reasoning and ideas.

6-8
● Connected Math Project 3 developed at Michigan State University
● Focus on inquiry and authentic tasks for student engagement



The What: Curriculum 

Social Studies Alive! and History Alive Curriculum 
● Students Use Chromebooks to Access Consistently Updated Materials
● Lessons offer connections to literacy and the Common Core State Standards
● Lessons are engaging and provide opportunities for experiential learning 

Skyline Civics Course (8th grade)

PK-5:  Teacher Created Units & PLTW
● Project Lead the Way (12 teachers trained)

6-8:  Skyline 
● Science Education for Public 

Understanding
Issues and Earth Science
Issues and Life Science
Issues and Physical Science

STEM
● Project Lead the Way
● Design/Engineering
● Robotics

Opportunities
● Science Fair
● Robotics Club/Competition



Social Emotional Learning:

● 30 minutes dedicated each 
day for Social Emotional 
learning including a weekly 
community circle

● staff trained in Restorative 
Practices

● Student Voice Committees
● K-4: Second Step
● 5-8: Advisory model with 

teacher created units
○ Goal setting
○ Executive functioning 
○ Advisory to advisory 

challenges



Supports for English Learners

● 37.1% English Language 
Learners

● 30 languages
● Services

○ Certified Staff (23 ESL, 3 BIL)
○ Newcomer Supports

■ K-8 Pull-Out by OUR 
ELPT 

● Training Provided to all 
teachers on best practices 
for ELs 



Supports for Diverse Learners

● Continuum of Services:
○ Blended PreK
○ Resource
○ Inclusion (Co-Teaching)

● Special Ed Team:
○ 13 Highly Qualified 

Special Education 
Teachers

○ 1 Full Time Case Manager 
○ 12 Paraprofessionals 



Parent Organizations:



Other Partnerships:

North 
Park 

Nature 
Center



Ways to Be in the Know: 

● Website:  peterson.cps.edu
○ Community Calendar
○ Sign Up for Peterson Parent Periodical 

● Peterson Parent Periodical
○ Sent Home Over the Weekend 

(Electronically)
● Call Us:  773-534-5070




