
PETERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
LOCAL SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MEETING AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, September 18, 2019 4:00PM STEM ROOM 

 

Local School Council Members Present: Leslie Combs, Chuck Deters, Martha Hindaileh, 
Kathleen Hurley, Jeremy Elston, Lloy Johnston, Kate Kane, Maleeha Mubashiruddin, Whitney 
Norris 
 
Local School Council Members Absent: Jenise Celestin, Karla Rivera, Tom Ruby 
 
Public Present:  Yalil Nieves, Catherine Korda, Arielle Dachman, Casey Fennell, Svetlana Vasilev, 
Erik Juhl, Jenna Brandon 
 
Called to Order: 4:06pm Adjourned:  6:12 pm   Next Meeting: Oct. 24, 6:30 pm 
 
 

1. Explanation of Local School Council Meetings 
 

2. Call to Order: Maleeha called the meeting to order at 4:06pm 
 

3. Vote to Approve Meeting Agenda: Leslie moved to approve, Jeremy seconded, it was approved 
unanimously 

 
4. Vote to Approve Previous Meeting Minutes: Kathleen moved to approve meeting minutes from 

June 13, 2019 and July 1, 2019 with Maleeha’s changes, Lloy seconded and it was approved 
unanimously. 

 
5. Public Comment: 

a. Arielle requested approval for the PTA to hold a Taste of Peterson fundraiser at 
International Night, tickets are $1 per ticket and they are considering a raffle this year. 
Funds go back into the PTA. Kate moved to approve fundraising request, Marti 
seconded the request, and it was approved unanimously. 

b. Catherine Korda reported that Friends of Peterson (FOP) has raised almost $500,000 for 
the school over 6 years. She requested approval to raise funds at International Night 
through giving trees, button making, and possibly Plinko. Kathleen moved to approve 
FOP’s fundraising request, Maleeha seconded the motion and it was approved 
unanimously. 

 
Reports 

1. Reports 
a. PAC Report (Parent Advisory Committee): Catherine Korda reported that PAC started 

ESL classes yesterday. They had 13 students – 8 new, 5 returning. There were a lot of 
Spanish speakers. They are hoping to get more students as the word spreads. Tomorrow 



morning there is a meeting combined PTA/PAC/BAC meeting, where they will be 
electing officers. 

 
 
b. Principal’s Report with Budget Updates – see attached 

i. Kate highlighted the school’s mission: Giving rise to college graduates, 
community leaders, and cultural ambassadors; and vision-based values: 
compassion, self-motivation, critical thinking, problem solving, perseverance, 
collaboration and courage. They try to incorporate these into the school day to 
remind students about the shared mission and values. In addition, the school’s 
STEAM focus is important. 

ii. Budget: the per pupil rate went up 2.5% with the anticipation that salaries would 
increase 2.5%, but the increase is currently locked while contract negotiations 
continue. 

iii. Deadline for parents to turn in income forms has been moved up to Oct. 18. 
Those forms are important because they determine the amount of federal funding 
– 332 funding – that goes into the school. 

iv. Casey Fennell is the new full-time social worker at Peterson, the position is 
funded through CPS. 

v. Thanks to Kathleen Hurley Peterson got a $29,222.33 Out of School Time Grant. 
vi. Peterson also received a full time Special Education Case Manager, as of 

9/10/19, from the CPS Office of Diverse Learner Supports & Services. 
vii. Because of STEAM designation, Peterson got 2 full time positions – a STEAM 

coach and science teacher. Peterson was also supposed to receive $45,000, but 
Kate has to request the funding from CPS and specify what the school is going to 
use it for. Kate has started making this and other requests, including for 
professional development over the summer, replacing 3 SmartBoard projectors, 
3 new computers for teachers, and projectors. Catherine asked about math 
coaching, Kate said she hasn’t reached out to them about that yet, and that it 
would be $11,000. 

viii. Field Update – ribbon cutting is Sat., Sept. 28 at 10am 
ix. Enrollment: CPS projected Peterson would have 850 students (not including 

pre-k), and current enrollment is 870 students, higher than projected. Peterson 
will therefore get more funding, based on the number of students here on the 20th 
day (Sept. 30). Kate will discuss using the funding to add a classroom aide. 
There was a discussion about tracking why parents are choosing Peterson. 

x. CIWP: they reviewed goals that they will be focusing on throughout the year- 
rigorous student tasks, student engagement and voice, and parent partnership. 
Relevant to the student engagement and voice, there was a discussion about 
making sure everyone in the building is aware of the new dress code policy, and 
having students present to the LSC. 

xi. Peterson students spoke at the principal’s institute at the CPS administrator 
meeting this summer. They gave narratives on “what I want you to know about 
me” and represented Peterson extremely well. 

xii. Attendance: goal is 96%, they are focused on reducing chronic absenteeism and 
truancy. The attendance team is taking a different approach this year. They’ll be 
sending letters home to people who had an issue with attendance last year. 



xiii. Diverse learners: Peterson now has 14 SECAS – special education classroom 
assistants – more than we’ve ever had. 

xiv. English Language Learner: 32.7% of students are limited English speakers at 
Peterson, and the majority of staff members are certified in EL. 

xv. Give Me Five Campaign: They want to encourage parents to volunteer at 
Peterson. They are working on getting people through the volunteer sign up 
process. 

xvi. Several rooms were painted and had floors redone over the summer, and the 
STEAM Lab was redone. CPS will be funding removal of carpet and asbestos 
from room 111, and they are looking at removing asbestos in main office 

c. PPLC Report (Professional Personnel Leadership Committee) – none 
d. BAC Report (Bilingual Advisory Committee) – combined with BAC 

 
2. Public Comment - none 

Old Business 
 

1. STEAM Updates – covered previously 
 

2. Field Updates – covered previously 
 

3. Fundraising policy for outside organizations – tabled 
 

4. Peterson LSC reaching a larger community audience: LSC members will schedule themselves to 
attend events at school, Maleeha passed around a sheet for people to sign up for events and she 
will remind them when the event is coming up. 

 
New Business 

 
1. Discussion on new role of Co-Principal Yalil Nieves:– Yalil is a co-principal and will be 

collaborating closely with Kate - they are working as a team. Kate is still the Principal and as 
such the voting member on the LSC. 

 
2. Discussion and Vote on Transfer of Funds: Lloy moved to approve the following funding  

transfers,Kathleen seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 
a. Chicago Poetry Center Hands on Stanzas partnerships – $6600 for 6 classrooms in 6 and 

7th grade – transferred from a supply reading line into a subscription line 
b. Painting poles in cafeteria - $1000, transferred from Field of Dreams Fund to a repair 

line. 
c. NewsELA Subscription - $4000 – leveled informational text online subscription, 3-8th 

grade – from instructional materials into subscriptions 
 

3. Discussion and Vote on Fundraising – done previously 
 

4. Adjournment – Maleeha adjourned the meeting at 6:12pm 
 
 


