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Agenda

● Welcome!
● Peterson’s Vision 
● What is the BAS?
● What is the NWEA MAP?
● How Can You Help Your 

Child?
● Questions 



Outcomes 

Participants will be able to:

● Get acquainted with the BAS and NWEA MAP assessments and 
understand how they inform instruction. 

● Identify ways parents can support their children’s growth and 
development based on BAS and NWEA MAP data. 



Our Vision 



The Benchmark Assessment System



What is the Benchmark Assessment System? 

● The BAS is a literacy assessment 
administered individually to 
each student by the classroom 
teacher three times each year. 

● It consists of two parts:
○ Student reads one-on-one 

with a teacher
○ Depending on the student’s 

accuracy and fluency, 
he/she may be asked 
reading comprehension 
questions.



What is the Benchmark Assessment System? 

Throughout the assessment, the 
teacher records the reader’s 
behaviors.  

○ Does the child read with 
fluency and accuracy?

○ Does the child sound out 
words?

○ What kind of errors 
does the child make? 



Reading Levels 
Let’s take a 
look at some 
leveled books. 



Diving Deeper into Reading Levels

In Kindergarten (levels A-D), students 
typically can:

● Move from left to right when 
reading.

● Recognize high frequency words
● Match spoken words with written 

words
● Use prior knowledge to self-correct 

and self-monitor 
● Summarize a story 
● Notices and uses punctuation
● Reads at a steady rate  
● Make predictions
● Make connections 
● Critique texts 



Diving Deeper into Reading Levels

In 1st Grade (levels E-J), students 
typically:

● Recognize 50 of more high frequency 
words 

● Read with greater fluency
● Notice greater details and use these 

details to understand the text
● Uses different strategies to solve 

unknown words
● Expand their thinking about texts

○ Acquires new information from 
texts

○ Interpret ideas from images
○ Uses evidence from the text 
○ Notices humor in texts 
○ Recognize if a text is fiction or 

nonfiction 



Misconception Alert 

▪ Your child’s level is not a 
label!

▪ Your child is reading at 
these levels.

▪ You can read whatever you 
prefer to your child.

▪ We recommend that you 
read to your child for at 
least 20 minutes a day.



What are BAS Results Used For? 

● To identify a student’s 
instructional and 
independent reading levels 
(A-Z)

● To differentiate instruction 
● To form reading groups for 

reading instruction
● To plan for effective 

instruction

● To identify students who 
need interventions and 
additional supports 

● To monitor a student’s 
growth/progress throughout 
the year

● To determine the impact of 
classroom instruction 



The NWEA MAP



What is the Measures of Academic Progress Test?

● The MAP test is a computerized adaptive assessment that 
measures your student’s skills in reading, language use, math, 
and general science. 

● Each session contains approximately 52 questions. 
● The MAP assessment is personalized to every student to 

measure the academic needs of each individual learner.
● It is not a timed test. 
● It is administered at the beginning, middle, and end of year to 

measure growth and set goals for each student. 



Why Use the MAP?

The MAP Test:

● Is a test FOR learning and not OF learning
● Is Common Core Aligned and provides normative data
● Provides parents and teachers historical data 
● Provides immediate results
● Provides detailed reports for parents
● Allows teachers the opportunity to understand students’ strengths 

and areas of need



Understanding Your Child’s Report



Understanding Your Child’s Report 



Understanding Your Child’s Report 



Things to Keep in Mind:

● The MAP test is one test at one point in time. 
● When making important decisions about students, school staff 

will consider the MAP test results along with other data such as 
classroom performance, other test scores, and input from 
parents. 

● To gain a better understanding of K-1 students, teachers 
administer additional assessments such as the BAS.



How Can You Help Your Child Prepare?

Before the test:

● Talk to your children about what he/she can expect during the test.
● Remind them that there will see questions that they may not be 

able to answer.
● Ensure they get ample sleep before the day of the test and a 

nutritious breakfast. 
● Show enthusiasm and encourage your child to do their very best.  



After the Test...

● Communicate with your child’s teacher.
● Create opportunities for your child to read books and engage with 

materials that will expand their reading/language skills.  
● Engage your child in authentic learning experiences such as letter 

writing, family conversations, books discussions, etc. 
● Play board games that require math skills, critical thinking skills, 

etc. 
● Involve your children in projects such as designing a garden, 

building a bookshelf, budgeting for a family vacation, etc.



Useful Websites:

https://www.khanacademy.org/

http://cps.edu/Pages/Parentreadingtips.aspx

http://cps.edu/Pages/externalresources.aspx

https://www.funbrain.com/

Aaamath.com





Thank you!


